
Music Pathway   

 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Expectation 

Dynamics Explores and learns how 
sounds can be changed 

Can distinguish between 
loud and quiet sounds 

Understands that dynamics 
are one of the dimensions 
of music and is able to 
discuss how they fit (with 
the other dimensions) into 
a piece of music 
 
Can create a crescendo* 
and diminuendo* vocally 
and instrumentally 
 
Can follow a leader or 
conductor and respond to 
simple actions that indicate 
dynamics 
 
 

Can recognise crescendo*, 
diminuendo*, forte* and 
piano* when listening and 
performing 
 
Can create a crescendo* 
and diminuendo* vocally 
and instrumentally 
 
Children will continue to 
learn how to follow a 
leader or conductor and 
respond to simple actions 
that indicate dynamics 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 
Use their voices 
expressively and creatively 
by singing songs and 
speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 

Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

 

Listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music 

 

Experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds 
using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

Tempo Can recognise fast and 
slow sounds 
 
Creates fast and slow 
sounds using voice, body 
percussion and 
instruments 

Responds to obvious 
changes in tempo 
 
Can change tempo when 
playing instruments and 
singing 

Understands that tempo is 
one of the dimensions of 
music and is able to discuss 
how it fits (with the other 
dimensions) into a piece of 
music 
 

Is able to recognise 
accelerando*, 
rallentando*, allegro* and 
lento* when listening and 
performing 
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Is able to create 
accelerando* and 
rallentando* vocally and 
instrumentally 

Texture   Experiences a range of 
textures 

Explores a range of textures 
vocally, aurally and 
instrumentally 

 

Performing Sings a few familiar songs Performs a repertoire of 
songs 
 
Sings songs, makes music 
and  dances 

Performs a repertoire of 
songs from memory 
 
Uses a variety of tuned and 
untuned instruments as 
part of a group to create a 
band or ensemble 

Uses instruments musically 
part of a group to create a 
band or ensemble 
 
Continue to sing songs/raps 
together in a 
group/ensemble 

 

Composing 
& 

Improvising 

Moves in response to 
movement 
 
Sings to self and makes up 
songs 

Creates movement  in 
response to music 
 
Experiments with creating 
sounds and changing them 

Can respond creatively in 
response to music 
 
Beginning to understand 
how  pulse, rhythm and 
pitch work  together to 
create music 
 
Beginning to understand 
that improvisation is when 
you make up your own 
tune or rhythm An 
improvisation is not written 
down or notated If written 
down in any way or  
recorded, it becomes a 
composition 
Starting to create own 
compositions in the form 

Experiments with, creates, 
selects and combine 
sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music 
 
Understands that 
improvisation is when you 
make up your own tune or 
rhythm An improvisation is 
not written down or 
notated If written down in 
any way or  recorded, it 
becomes a composition 
 
Continue to create own 
compositions in the form of 
simple rhythms and 
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of very simple rhythms and 
melodies that are notated 
or recorded in some way  

melodies that are notated 
or recorded in some way 
 
  

Timbre 
(character 

or quality of 
a musical 
sound or 

voice) 

Experiments with changing 
sounds (eg body 
percussion, voice) 

Distinguishes between 
sounds and remembers 
patterns of sound 
 
 

Can name some common 
percussion instruments 
and recognise their sound 
aurally 
 
Experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds 
using the interrelated 
dimensions of music  

Is able to identify a wider 
range of musical 
instruments 
 
Can select appropriate 
instruments to create a 
musical idea 

 

Structure   Begins to experience a 
range of structures 
through simple song and 
musical activities 

Explores a range of 
structures in their own 
compositions  

 

Pulse & 
Rhythm 

Begins to move 
rhythmically 
 
Taps out simple repeated 
rhythms 
 
Enjoys rhyming and 
rhythmic activities 
 
Recognises rhythm in 
spoken words 
 
Makes up rhythms 
 

Copies simple rhythms 
based on words and 
rhythm of speech 
 
Develops an awareness of 
sounds and rhythms 

Begins to understand how 
pulse, rhythm and pitch 
work together to create 
music 
 
Uses movement to 
find/feel the pulse 
together and begin to 
understand/feel what 
pulse is/does/means 
 
Can copy a short rhythm 

Understand how pulse, 
rhythm and pitch work 
together to create music 
 
Continues to use 
movement to find/feel the 
pulse together and 
understands what the 
pulse is/does/means etc 
 
Can identify the difference 
between the pulse and the 
rhythm 
 
Can play the pulse on a 
percussion instrument 
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Pitch Explores and learns how 
sounds can be changed 
 
 
 
 

Can respond to obvious 
changes in pitch 
 
Can broadly control 
changes in pitch when 
playing instruments and 
vocally 
 
 

Beginning to understand 
how  pulse, rhythm and 
pitch work  together to 
create music 
 
Can respond physically too 
high and low sounds 
 
Can copy a short melody 
using tuned percussion or 
voice 

Uses pulse, rhythm and 
pitch work  together to 
create music 
 
Knows that pitch means 
“high and low” sounds 
 
Can identify high and low 
sounds when listening to a 
piece of music 
 

 

Listening & 
Appraising 

Imitates movement in 
response to music 

Improvises and combines 
movements in response to 
music 
 
Aurally recognises the 
sound of a few common 
percussion instruments 

Begins to talk about the 
music and how it makes us 
feel  
 
Beginning to use some 
musical language during 
discussions and when 
describing feelings 
 
Listens to music from a 
variety of cultures, 
traditions and historical 
periods 
 
Can respond creatively in 
response to music 

Listens to a variety of live 
and recorded music of 
styles from different times, 
traditions and composers  
 
Recognises how musical 
elements can be used to 
create different moods and 
effects 
 
Discusses music using 
musical language  
 
Listens to and discusses 
recordings of own 
compositions and suggests 
how they can improve their 
own work 
 
 

 

Technology Experiences simple music 
technology eg CD player 

Listens to and makes 
recordings of own voice 

Experiences music 
technology to capture, 

Records a composition 
using music technology, 
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change and combine 
sounds 

then discuss the 
performance Offer helpful 
and thoughtful comments 
and feedback about others  

Vocal Skills Sings a few familiar songs Begins to build a repertoire 
of songs 
 
 
 

Start to sing songs/raps  
together in a 
group/ensemble 

Continue to sing songs/raps 
together in a 
group/ensemble 
 
Use their voices 
expressively and creatively 
by singing songs and 
speaking chants and 
rhymes  

 

Notation   Start to learn that 
composition is creating 
very simple rhythms and 
melodies that are notated 
or recorded in some way  

Records own compositions 
through simple notation 

 

*Crescendo: Gradual increase in the volume of music, *Diminuendo: Gradual decrease in the volume of music, *Forte: Meaning loud, * Piano: Meaning 

soft,  *Accelerando: Gradual increase in speed of music, *Rallentando: Gradual decrease in speed of music, *Allegro: Fast tempo, *Lento: Slow tempo 

 


