
 

End of Year 2 expectations – Science 

 

Scientific enquiry 

By the end of KS1, the majority of pupils are expected to respond to suggestions about how to find 

things out and make their own suggestions about how to collect data to answer questions.  They 

should be able to use simple equipment provided and make observations related to their task.  

Pupils should be able to observe and compare objects, living things and events.  They should be able 

to use scientific vocabulary and say whether what happened was what they expected. 

 

Life processes and living things 

By the end of KS1, the majority of pupils are expected to use their knowledge about living things to 

describe the basic conditions that animals and plants need in order to survive.  They should 

recognise that living things grow and reproduce.  Pupils should be able to sort living things into 

groups and describe the basis for their groupings.  They should recognise that different living things 

are found in different places. 

 

Materials and their properties 

By the end of KS1, the majority of pupils are expected to identify a range of common materials and 

know about some of their properties.  They should be able to describe similarities and differences 

between materials, sorting them into groups and describing the basis for their groupings.  Pupils 

should be able to describe ways in which some materials are changed by heating or cooling, or by 

processes such as bending or stretching. 

 

Physical processes 

By the end of KS1, the majority of pupils are expected to know about a range of physical phenomena 

and recognise and describe similarities and differences associated with them.  They should be able 

to compare the way in which devices work in different circuits.  Pupils should compare the 

brightness or colour of lights, and the loudness or pitch of sounds.  They should be able to compare 

the movement of different objects in terms of speed or direction. 

 

 


