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Welcome 
At Stoughton we are passionate about creating a caring and 
nurturing ethos that helps children to thrive, the local community 
flourish and parents feel proud of their children and secure about 
the education they receive whilst at Stoughton.

Each year we admit 90 children to our reception classes and from 
September 2018, we’ll admit 45 children into our nursery class.   
We work hard to make the transition into Stoughton as smooth  
as possible for the children and also you as parents and carers.

We aim to deliver an exciting and engaging curriculum that 
challenges and motivates and we take great pride and care in using 
all we know to shape and guide our children towards a better future.

A committed and conscientious school team that work 
enthusiastically and diligently to give every child a fantastic start 
to their journey in education and in life. We do everything we can 
to help our pupils realise their best academic, social and physical 
potential through a love of learning that empowers them to 
become independent and self motivated learners.

We couldn’t achieve all that without the close partnerships we 
enjoy with parents, carers and the local community.

I would warmly welcome you to come and visit.

Sarah Carrington  
Head Teacher 
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Loving  
to Learn

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to provide all children with a warm, 
caring and inspiring environment where a broad and 
balanced curriculum stimulates a love of learning.   
We want to generate strong foundations so children 
leave academically, emotionally, physically and socially 
ready for the next step in their educational journey.

OUR VISION
Every child will have the confidence and resilience 
to access learning and develop a love of learning.  
They will achieve their potential academically, 
emotionally, socially and physically.

OUR VALUES
• Positivity

• Courage

• Perseverance

• Nurture

• Love

ATHENA SCHOOLS TRUST
We are part of the Athena Schools Trust, with Guildford 
County School, Pirbright Village Primary School, 
Northmead Junior School and Shalford Infant School. 

As a group of like-minded schools with the collective 
skills, resources and experience to enact our vision. 
We believe being part of this trust provides the most 
resilient and effective support for our schools.

As a collaborative trust, we work together to shape 
our future and to improve our schools. We are able to 
use our resources more efficiently, and we share skills, 
ideas and expertise.

We are a commited to providing excellent education 
for all the children in our schools.

athenaschools.co.uk
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Early Years
NURSERY
Ladybird Class is led by two qualified teachers and 
supported by a number of teaching assistants. 
Helping the children feel settled and secure, and 
building relationships with our families is important 
to us, to help with this each child is assigned to a Key 
Person in line with the recommendations of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. The Key Person will work 
alongside each child to help them feel secure, extend 
their own learning experiences and be aware of the 
next steps in their development.

We run a mixture of 15 and 30 hour places with  
most children starting the September after they  
have turned three.

The nursery sessions are based on a balance of 
activities; some of which are child initiated and some 
are adult directed. The activities are linked to the 
Early Years curriculum and are very much linked to 
learning through play. We strive to make learning as 
fun and exciting as possible, and are keen to follow 
children’s interests. 

To enrich our curriculum all children have the 
opportunity to take part in Forest School sessions  
in our on-site dedicated Forest School area.

Our classroom is part of the main school building, 
although we do have a separate entrance. We have 
large in and outside spaces and we also have the 
benefit of sharing the learning environment within the 
main school such as the hall, playground and field. 
On special occasions we join the main school for 
assemblies or pantomimes.

We aim to keep you as informed as possible and will 
communicate with you regularly. Twice a year we offer 
parent consultation sessions and we also welcome 
regular informal chats. Staff continually observe the 
children’s learning and document this in an online 
learning journal called Tapestry. As parents and carers 
you can access this too and add photos and comments.

To make the transition into Ladybirds class as smooth 
as possible we offer some visits to the classroom and 
home visits.

Nu

rsery Class

Ladybirds
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RECEPTION
We know that starting school can be an exciting 
time but also an anxious one for both parents and 
children. Our staff provide a fantastic programme 
of transition events and opportunities for children 
and their families to visit, take part in activities and 
gather information. We work in partnership with 
local preschools to make the transition into school 
life as smooth as possible and also offer a home visit 
in September, to help us to gain further information 
about the children’s needs and interests, helping us 
to make starting school stress free and fun!

Our reception classes each have a qualified and 
experienced early year’s teacher, a full-time teaching 
assistant and other support staff too. Children are 
given time to learn within their own class bases 
but have an opportunity to free-flow between their 
classroom and our outdoor area; exploring their 
own interests and making use of a wealth of well-
resourced learning spaces; both indoors and outside.

Reception follows the Early Year Foundation Stage 
Curriculum which is a rich play based curriculum. 
Teaching and learning takes place during whole 
class sessions, in small groups and at an individual 
level. At Stoughton Infant School, we aim to make 
the curriculum meaningful, relevant and enjoyable  
as young children learn best when they are 
physically active and happy.

Using Tapestry, our online learning journey, staff  
will share the children’s learning and celebrate  
their achievements, helping you to support your 
children’s learning at home.

Reception children are included in whole school 
special events, projects and celebrations, making 
them understand they are an important part of  
our whole school community.
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Key  
Stage 

One

YEAR 1 AND 2
We aim to provide our children in Key Stage One 
with a broad, balanced and enriched curriculum, in an 
environment where they love to learn. The children 
take part in Forest School and enrichment days, such 
as Road Safety Day. There are also opportunities for 
the children to garden and cook including using fresh 
produce from our class allotment and our small apple 
orchard. All these activities are carefully planned to 
link to the national curriculum.

The national curriculum includes the subjects 
English, Maths, Science, History, Geography, Music, 
Art, Design Technology (DT), Physical Education (PE), 
Religious Education (RE), Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural education (SMSC) and Personal, Social,  
Health and Economic education (PSHE).

Throughout Key Stage One we encourage the  
children to be independent, confident to 
challenge themselves in their learning and to work 
collaboratively with their peers.

The children’s learning is based around our termly 
topics. The topics in Year 1 include: The Polar 
Regions, Superheroes and The Great Fire of London.

In Year 2 children may study areas such as Great 
Composers, Pirates, Castles and the Jungle.
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Trips and visits enrich the children’s learning.  
These have included a visit to Arundel Castle in  
Year 2 and Sayers Croft in Year 1. In order to ensure 
our curriculum is reflective of the changing interests 
of the children, topics and trips are flexible and 
planned to meet specific needs of the children.

At the end of Year 2 children participate in a young 
apprentice programme whilst also selling items they 
will have planned, developed and made during their 
Young Enterprise Project.
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Enrichment
FOREST SCHOOLS
Forest School is an inspirational experience that 
offers children the ability to learn and develop 
confidence through a wide range of hands on 
activities taught within our school grounds. 

We began the Forest School program in 2010.  
It soon became very clear the benefits that forest 
schools brought to our children and we were keen 
to extend this learning so that it became an integral 
part of our unique and balanced curriculum within 
our school. 

In 2012 we introduced the forest school program to 
our Nursery which is run every Tuesday morning and 
afternoon. This has established a positive impact on 
the children and helped them gain confidence and 
self-esteem amongst their peers while settling in to 
the school environment.

In KS1, children have the opportunity to partake in 
forest schools once every three weeks throughout 
the two years, gaining valuable knowledge about 
the world around them while nurturing their 
confidence and self-esteem and helping them to 
become more independent. 

Although Forest School is child led, we do ensure 
that sessions have structure with a learning 
objective, extending classroom learning by linking 
to their topics, with a strong emphasis on science. 

We utilise every opportunity to build on maths and 
literacy skills by measuring, recording and creative 
thinking. Small manageable tasks help the children 
learn how to take care of themselves and others, take 
risks safely and take responsibility. Children learn how 
to build shelters, saw and drill wood, light a fire, work 
as a team, study bugs, make animal homes, produce 
land art, explore with mud and water, learn about 
eco-systems, food chains and plant biology. 

These are all very practical activities where children 
get to use their senses and approach their learning 
from a more practical view. 

We realise the importance for children to reconnect 
with nature, learning and exploring in all weathers, 
throughout the year giving them the opportunities 
to experience all seasonal changes first hand.  
By taking the children outside it enriches their 
learning by creating first hand experiences. 

Forest Schools is a fantastic enrichment to our 
children’s learning and emotional well-being.
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THEMED DAYS
Throughout the year we run a range of days that 
encourage learning in an imaginative and practical 
way. These days also provide the children with 
opportunities to work collaboratively with children 
from different classes and year groups. 

This year will see the children taking part in –  
Be Bright Be Seen day which promotes learning 
about road safety, Science Week, Feeling Good 
Week, Values Day, Arts Week, Eco Week,  
Movement Monday and Young Apprentice Week. 

CLUBS
When the children aren’t in class there are many 
opportunities to take part in a variety of clubs. Clubs 
are organised by staff, parents and private providers. 

Clubs offered for a fee:

Boogie Pumps

Dodgeball

Karate

All Star Choir 

Planet Soccer

Clubs run by staff include:

Wildlife Club

Physical Fitness

Art Club

Reading Eggs

Photography Club
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Inclusion
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITY (SEND)
Inclusivity is at the heart of our school and we value 
and believe in all our children equally. Each child is 
loved as an individual with unique gifts and areas of 
need. Many children experience difficulties at some 
stage in their school life and when this happens we 
work as a team, or with the expertise of specialist 
agencies, to identify their barriers to learning and 
provide targeted, tailored support that enables them 
to make faster progress. This is provided by skilled 
and trained staff either individually or in small groups.

Every teacher is a teacher of Special Needs so this 
enables us to identify difficulties early and provide 
learning support and physical aids quickly so that 
children feel a sense of inclusion, confidence and 
trust. More details about our SEND support can be 
found on the SEND section of the school website.

Generating respect, appreciation and resilience is 
central to our ethos. This is one of the reasons for 
our rich curriculum which offers a diverse range 
of activities designed to reveal and build different 
skills. Through this we are committed to finding 
every child’s strengths and talents, whether it be 
as a mathematician, scientist, writer, gardener, 
den builder, singer, artist or kind friend. In this way 
each child, whatever their gifts, is valued by our 
community, makes a recognised contribution and 
develops sound self-worth. 
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COIN
Bees class is a Communication and Interaction 
Needs Centre (COIN) which caters for 7 children of 
nursery age who have significant speech, language 
and/or communication needs. The children attend 
the Centre every week day, 9am - noon, for the 
academic year prior to starting Reception.  
Allocation of places is decided by a professional 
panel which is held in the summer term.

Our Centre is led by a specialist Teacher and Speech 
and Language Teaching Assistant. They work closely 
with the in-house Speech and Language Therapist, 
who actively supports the Centre two mornings per 
week. The Centre has strong links with Stoughton’s 
mainstream Nursery.

The Centre provides early intervention to develop 
the children’s speech, language and communication 
skills through structured, individual and small group 
activities. Each morning, Bees join the mainstream 
Nursery (Ladybirds) for a free-play session. Here 
they are welcomed to socialise with a larger group 
and explore assorted toys/activities indoors and 
outdoors. The children also have access to whole 
school facilities. 

NURTURE CLASS
The Burrows is a nurture group 
that delivers an intervention 
programme, which usually 
runs for two terms and is 
delivered by two members 
of staff. The support is 
targeted at children who are 
experiencing some difficulties 
settling into school and there is a 
high focus on developing the children’s language 
and communication skills. The children attend the 
nurture group three mornings a week and the rest of 
the time they are with their peers in the main school.

We provide a home like environment, where the 
children share breakfast and snacks together and 
support each other. Our nurture class is suitable for 
children between the ages of 4 and 7 from schools 
within the Guildford area.

Nu
rture Class

The Burrows
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Sport
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE)
All children enjoy PE and physical activity at Stoughton. 
KS1 children are taught by our specialist PE coaches 
once a week and by their class teacher once a 
week. Early Years children gain a lot of their physical 
development in their outdoor areas, as well as having 
one PE lesson with their class teacher each week. 

In PE the children participate in gymnastics, dance, 
games and athletics where they develop their 
balance, agility and co-ordination along with the 
skills required to participate in team games. 

Children are taught about the values of teamwork 
and the importance of playing fairly. The children 
are also taught about the importance of a healthy 
lifestyle and we encourage them to participate in 
active clubs. 

At Stoughton children are able to take part in 
football, dodgeball, cricket, rounders, karate and 
Boogie Pumps. We were delighted to receive the 
Active Surrey Silver Star Mark Award in 2017 to 
recognise our achievements in PE.
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ACTIVE MARK
Active Surrey have visited the school to assess us 
for the Star Mark Award and we are very pleased to 
have achieved the Silver Award. Over the past few 
years we have been working very hard to raise the 
standards in Physical Education at Stoughton.  
The Sports Premium funding has allowed us to 
enhance our quality of PE by improving teaching, 
planning, training, equipment, assessment, sports day 
and the provision of competitions and extra curricular 
activities. We now have a dedicated PE noticeboard 
which celebrates achievement and promotes 
extracurricular clubs and competitions. We are very 
proud of the award that we have achieved and are 
looking forward to working towards the Gold Award. 
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Parent Partnerships
HOME SCHOOL LINK WORKER 
The aim of the Home School Link Worker is to 
support families and children so they can enjoy  
and participate fully in school life. 

The HSLW can support with:

Children who are experiencing some difficulties  
as a result of bereavement, separation or anxiety.

Signpost and provide information to parents  
and carers on a range of services, such as  
Citizen Advice Bureau and Financial Support.

Support families in school meetings. 

PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT
At Stoughton we firmly believe that educating a 
child is a partnership between home and school. 

We will formally meet with you twice a year at  
parent consultation evenings and you will receive 
two short reports and a long report each year. 

We encourage good communication and  
therefore welcome parents and carers to come  
into school regularly. 

We offer showing days once every half term,  
when you can come into school to see and  
celebrate your child’s work with them. 

You’ll be invited to parent workshops at least three 
times a year. These will cover a range of topics such 
as Phonics, Comprehension, Maths Mastery and 
Year 2 SATs. 

FRIENDS
The school’s PTA, known as the Friends of Stoughton 
organise a wide range of activities and events, which 
in turn benefit the children. These events include 
things like, Ladies Night, Quiz and Curry Night, 
Christmas and Summer Fayres and Cake Bakes. 

Recently the Friends have supported the school 
through purchasing curriculum resources. We’ve 
really welcomed the new Chrome Books, visualisers, 
software subscriptions and reading books.

They also fund the enjoyable events for the children 
such as theatre groups coming into school to perform 
and workshops such as a singing workshop for the 
children during Arts Week. 

New members are always welcome.
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School Information
SCHOOL DAY
8:50am Registration opens
9:00am English
10:10am Assembly
10:30am Morning Break (snack provided)
10:45am Maths 
12:00pm Lunch (meal provided)
1:00pm Afternoon Lessons
3:00pm End of the school day 

BEFORE AND AFTER  
SCHOOL CARE
8:00am – 8:50am – we host a morning club which 
promotes physical activity which is delivered by 
Sport4Kids. Please contact SportsKkids directly  
to book.

sport4kids.biz

3:00pm – 6:00pm – we host an after school 
club which is delivered by Koosa Kids.  
Please contact Koosa Kids directly to book.

koosakids.co.uk

ADMISSIONS
If you decide that you’d like to apply for a reception 
class place at Stoughton Infant School, you can do this 
via www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions. The admissions 
criteria can also be found on this web page. 

If you wish to apply for a nursery class space then 
you’ll need to put an application into the school 
directly. The nursery application form can be found 
on our website. Please note a place in the nursery 
does not give you priority or guarantee a place in 
the main school.

SAFEGUARDING
Stoughton Infants is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children. We expect staff 
to be the eyes and ears for our children. All staff and 
regular volunteers in school require a DBS check to 
ensure that they are suitable to work with children.

If you have any concerns about a child, please speak 
to either of the Designated Safeguarding Leads:

Sarah Carrington 
head@stoughton.surrey.sch.uk

Claire Marrow 
clairemarrow@stoughton.surrey.sch.uk
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Stoughton Infant and Nursery School 
Stoughton Road 
Guildford 
Surrey  
GU2 9ZT 

T: 01483 504 172 
E: infants@stoughton.surrey.sch.uk 
W: stoughton.surrey.sch.uk


