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Monday 18th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I know that many of you may be feeling stressed, overwhelmed and under pressure by the restrictions we are all living 
with at the moment.  We are all struggling in different ways, some of us just hide it better!   

Sometimes it can be hard explaining the pandemic to young children - this flip book is a great resource for this.  

For those of you that are with your children at home: 

 Don’t expect your child to concentrate for long periods of time.  At school, children would only  be expected to 
focus for short periods (about 10 mins) before engaging actively in an activity or learning through play.   

 Don’t try and recreate the school day at home (unless this works in your house).  There are too many 
distractions and curve balls that could wreck these plans.  

 Have a good go at the remote learning at a time that works in your house but don’t feel guilty if your child is 
having an off day and doesn’t get all the tasks completed.  We understand that many of you are juggling home 
and paid work.   Having everything on Tapestry means you can access it at any time.  Having recorded clips 
from the staff means you can always pause, rewind and re-watch at a time which suits. 

 If you don’t get the work finished one day, don’t feel you need to catch up the next (unless your child wants 
too) as this will add unnecessary stress.  

 Please communicate with us - tell us if your child is struggling with the learning activities set, tell us if you’re 
finding it hard to motivate them, as we’ll probably be able to help.  

We aim to get it right for all families as we want what is best for the children.  This is really challenging for us as each 
family is unique.  If you think we aren’t offering enough, there are additional optional activities on the weekly 
overview for you to do with your child and there’s lots online.  If you think we offer too much, try and do as much as 
you comfortably can but most importantly try to read a little every day, watch the teacher clips and join the zoom 
meetings, as seeing others may help to motivate your child.  

We are trying to streamline the information we are sending so you don’t feel bombarded with ParentMails. Weekly 
overviews, zoom invitations, links to teacher lesson inputs, assemblies and resources will be shared via 
Tapestry.   Other communication will come via ParentMail.   

We are supporting families who need a device to enable easier access to remote learning.    We have some Google 
Chrome books which we can loan for the period whilst we are in lockdown.  Please email Melissa Chapman, if you’d 
like to borrow one, mchapman@stoughton.surrey.sch.uk  

If you find your circumstances have changed, for example you are now claiming universal credits, we will be able to 
register your child as Pupil Premium and as a result you can access additional support from us.    Here’s a link to the 
Pupil Premium application form.  Please can this be returned to Hayley Roberts in the school office 
hroberts@stoughton.surrey.sch.uk, please mark the subject heading as Pupil Premium Application.  

Please don’t worry about your child falling behind or catching up.  Who are we catching up against?  We are in a global 
pandemic.  

Finally, on the next page is a message for the critical workers.  

Kindest regards and I sincerely hope you all stay safe and well.  
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During the first lockdown as a school we averaged 10 children a day on the school site.  During this lockdown this has 
increased 10-fold.   
 
As a school, we want all children to be in, we want to be teaching them face to face (despite what the unions and 
press may say) and we want the children to be socialising with each other but we recognise that there is a far more 
important battle as a world we are fighting right now. 
 
We need to work together to reduce the transmission of the virus and therefore we are politely asking that all critical 
worker parents take a look at the flow-chart above to help reflect about your child’s school attendance.   

 
We do recognise that there will some anomalies and we will happily discuss these with you.  
 
From www.gov.uk - Critical workers 
Parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) and EU transition response include those who work in 
health and social care and in other key sectors outlined in the following sections. Children with at least one parent or 
carer who is a critical worker can go to school or college if required, but parents and carers should keep their children 
at home if they can. 
 
We recognise that it is a huge struggle and it's really tough to have your children at home whilst trying to juggle work 
and remote learning.  We want you to know that we are here to support with the ups and downs so please do get in 
contact with us for help, ideas or to talk things through.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Staff Team at Stoughton Infants 

http://www.gov.uk/

